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2. What showld the EUs fopr environmendtal priorifies
be over the next five years? And what are the
greatest obstacles fo-achieying them?

e Transform to- a low carbon society by giwving strong
support to- a strengtirened policy agenda un e
Ugt of tie 2050 GHG torgets, inclunding an
ambitlows reform of Hhe Ewropean Union Emissions
Trading Scheme. Suchv a trangifion must be n line
witiv the 2°C objectve, e UNFCCC framework,
oand the energy ond climaote rovdwmap towords
2050. Thiy meany we need 80 to- 95 % redwction of
GHG emissions wntil 2050. Ounr next steps have to-

o Take a leading role n addressing major global
erwvironmental challenges. Strengtivening tire global
erwironument agenda s crncial. Releyvant Lsnes v
Hus respect are, eg., the adoption of o new UN
dimate agreement and of ambitiowns Sustainable
Development Gools:

o Stumulate sustinable land wse aiming ot o land
degradotion newtral Europe. Sol degradaetion and
the loss of related ecosystem services i Ewrope
confinue to- remain unchrecked on a requlor boasiy,
largely dune to- uncorerent policy and targets ot
natlonal, regional and Ewvopean levels: We need to-
Look at He Common Agricwltural Policy (CAP) un



o The suwstoanable use of natural resounrces. At
present; Hie global rate of covsuwmption of raw-
material u twice of thet just 30 years ago. The
Rondmap for o Resource-efficient Enrope must be
fleshed out furtiver and implemented un e
Member States: We need a concerete target for
mproving resource effuciency, as proposed by the
Ewropean Resowrce Efficiency Platform (a taurget for
a supstontladlly uncreased decoupling of growtin
from Hre wse of natural resources un Envope).

o Support full, colerent and appropriate
unplementation of the enmvuronmental acquis acrossy
Member States. According to- tie 7Hr Evwivonument
Action Programme (EAP), e environment acquis
W the area of Union law- witiv the most
unfringement proceedings. The costy associated witiv
foding to- umplement legulation ave broadly
estumated ot around EUR SO bullion e year.

2. Congidering thart remacning within a safe
operating space for humanity’ o probably the
brggest cssmne facing sociely foday, why does o
rececve so- Litfle attfention from the polificcans
whose decisions cordd make a dofference?

It i tre that o “safe operating space for
huwmanity” o propoly one of tire biggest Lssnes
society Wy facing today. I+ B an sue wirich requares
& precovtionoary approociv withe o long-term



perspective towards sustainable development that
respecty the lumidy of owr planet:

We are cuvrrently focing an economic erisis, wirich
resudtsy i many uinsfonces un inereased pressure on
erwironmental policy to- justify us proposelsy and
unitlatues:. Despite the on-going discussion apount
Hre economic potential of a “Green Economy’, f
appeors ot environmentol policy at fimes (s
perceined as more of an obstacle to- economic
growtiv than poat of tihe solution to- economic
recovery. Inw fact Ut  just He other way rowwnd.



3. How showdd the Ewvope 2020 Strateqy be revised fo-
fake greater account of enyironmental and soccal
priovifies? At a fime when the global commundcty s
negotiating a set of uncversal susfacnable
Aevelopment goals, showdd the EU review-and
renewthe EU Sustacnable Development Strarteqy
and assert of as the overarching sfrafedy for
Euwpopt’s fudfure?

The environment dumension of the Ewrope 2020
Strategy sihouldd be strongly reaffurmed? U tire
ongoing review: Resource efficiency shoulod be
untegroted, providing potential for greew growtin,
employment and. for reinforcing synergles between
the different componenty of the Ewrope 2020
Strategy.

We need a stable and long-term policy framework
wnclunding ambitions long-term targets.

Albso very umportant iy a change un the economic
fromework. Shifting taxation from labowr to-
pollution, energy and resouarce use U o budgetory
newtrod manner may pe an appropriote tool to-
promote employment creation and greening tire
economy.




Furthermore, key bnstruments wiriciv coudd be
strengtivened are, among otiners, green pubplic
procvwrement; eco—design ond eco—innovation, the
development of greenw infrostructure and the

nw addition a review and o refresiv of the EU
Swstoinable Development Strategy s umportant to-
promote sustoinalple development withvn the EU.

4. Howcan synergies between enytronmenital
obyectives and achieving a sustainable and
inclusiye economie recovery be achieved? [ the old
tAea of ‘economy versug enyironment’ really dead?

Ecological trends Uike tive global uncrease un
resowrce consumption, cimate change or Lossy of
blodinversity show Hhat owr present economic
praoctices ore not sustainable and wdl un the long
term destroy He foundationy of owr prosperuty. The
concept of the Green Economy acknowledges the
umportance of the natural bosis for Uife asy the
Umuting framework for all economic actvities:

The transition towards o green economy provides
protection taurgets con crreate new- jobs.



Enterpruses tiat improve resowrce and energy

Heir business rivals: Efficient material ano
supstonce flowy can help, for example, to- cut the
costy for material procrement, energy and water.
Quite often, Hus goes along withv cost sanings dune to-
Lower waste or waste water voluwmes or lower costy
for end-of-pipe enwironmental protection.

A central tosk when umplementing o Green
Economy s to- stimumlate eco—unnovation, and to-
anticipote changing market requirements: The EU
has the opportunity to- foke a leading position v
the new- greenw maorkety of e future.

5. What kind of cnstruments and approaches are
needed fo- realcze the potential for a genwinely
ssfainable corcvdar economy with a focus on
profection of the enyitronment and ecosysfems,
eradication of poverty, reduction of inegualifies,
peace and securify? What cs the rote of polifical
leadership?

The EU shlll has a long way to- go- wiren Uf comes to-
o crendar economy; however umportant steps un the
right direction include:

o The EU 2020 Strategy, which aims at making tire
EU a cirendor economy. [ Hily context, we welcome




the Commission's Circndonr Economy Package. The
gooly that addiress tHhe many different challenges
faced by Member States.

However, there s o need for o detaided review of
the proposal, porttenlorly regavding Uy practical
uwnplementation, financial feasipity, ecological

The Ecodesign Durectine showlo be furtirer
uwnplementing gools, including woste prevention
ondl repovabpity.

It (s mportont to- implement He 7t EAP tourgets
concerning the establishvment of _a colerent policy
framework for sustainaiple production and
consmmptione uinto- a corerent legal fromework.

. What governance changes are needed fo- enswre that
enytronmental (ssues are af the fop of the polifical
agenda and are not-just seen ay something for
Enytronment Commissioners, Enyironmenst
Ministers, enyironment agencies and

There W certoindy no- one~suze~ futs-all-soluwtion to-
this problem. However intfegration v certoindly key
uv Hus respect:



The transformation intfo- low—carbon economy and
the improvement of ecological resilience reguive
the integration of environment Ussnes into- otrer
policy sectory — sinch ay energy, tronsport;
agricwlture, flsiheries, trade, economy and industry,
researchv and iunovation, employment,
development, foreigw affairs, security, education

I Hily context; tie prominent integroation of
enwvironmental usues unto- e EU 2020 Strotegy —
sueh ay cimate and energy goals, flagshhip
nitlative “Resonrce-Efficient Europe’ — s very
umportant:



